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difference for the greater Riverview 

area in being a valuable community 

partner willing and able to give 

back whenever the opportunity pre-

sents. Whether the partnership 

entails participation in the Greater 

Riverview Chamber of Commerce, 

Brandon Community Foundation, 
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 From the 

 Desk of 

 Donna… 

 
 

 Donna Steiermann 

 Executive Director 

I t is with a great amount of pride 

and humility that I am able to 

announce that The Bridges Assisted 

Living Community was awarded 

The Greater Riverview Chamber 

of Commerce 2015 Business of 

the Year. This award is presented 

to local businesses that display ex-

ceptional community involvement, 

Chamber support, community lead-

ership, success in 2015, as well as 

overall success as a business.  

   When I think about the criteria 

used that resulted in The Bridges 

receiving this prestigious honor, I 

always go back to our most funda-

mental goal as a community: we 

strive to make a difference. We 

make a difference for our residents 

by improving the quality of their 

lives each and every day in the care 

they receive, the compassion they 

experience from the staff, and the 

peace of mind that their families 

hold dear.  

    In a similar way, we make a 
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Chair Dancing Class 

Residents Dick Winslow and Lolo Eldridge take a front row seat  at “Chair Dancing” class held once a week.  

Brandon Outreach Clinic, YMCA 

Silver Sneakers Program, ECHO, 

Hospice, or Alzheimer’s Associa-

tion; or donating meeting and 

program space to a multitude of 

not-for-profit and charitable 

organizations, The Bridges is 

always ready to make a difference. 

Presenting the award to Donna Steiermann, Executive Director and Janet Noah, 

Community Relations Liaison, is Dr. Bryan Thatcher, Riverview Chamber President.  



P rotecting 

the privacy 

of our resi-

dents is not 

merely done 

out of cour-

tesy and respect. It is the law. 

   The U.S. Department of Health 

and Human Services enacted the 

Health Insurance Portability and 

Accountability Act in 1996

(“HIPAA”). The Privacy Rule, as 

part of “HIPAA,” addresses the 

use and discloser of individuals’ 

health information, called protected  
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Resident Activities Update 
By Kandi Ochampaugh, Activities Director 

Notes from Nurse Jackie  
Director of Resident Care 

S pring is in the air and during 

the next several months our 

Activities Department will be 

providing many spring-like programs.  

  Our Garden Suites “Family Fun 

Day” will be held on March 17th 

at 2:00 p.m. There will be games, 

music and popcorn. Families are 

invited to come and enjoy a 

“carnival-like” atmosphere with 

their loved ones.  

   Our March Birthday Party, 

featuring Ralph Espinosa, will be 

held on March 11th at 2:30 p.m. 

Ralph will be performing  Broad-

way musical songs as well as 

“The Rat Pack” style music.  

  It’s St. Patrick’s Day on March 

17th and our “Going Places” pro-

gram will feature a travelogue 

through Ireland. Irish coffee and 

scones will be served. Everyone is  

           Meet One of Our Stars   
              by Santa Chavez, Business Office Manager 

M ary Ann Skinta is a valued 

part of The Bridges team. 

As the Dining 

Room Supervi-

sor, Mary Ann 

provides train-

ing to new serv-

ers as well as 

supports our 

seasoned servers. Mary Ann has 

many years of experience work-

ing in the restaurant and country 

club industry and it is evident by 

the quality of her work and her 

expertise.  

   A “people pleaser” by nature, 

Mary Ann says she loves serving 

residents and finds it rewarding to 

help others. According to Clyde 

Dorsett, Directory of Dietary  

Easter at The Bridges 

   We will be holding “The Bridges 

Awards Show” on April 15th at 

2:00 p.m. Join us as we recognize 

residents, volunteers and families 

who have helped make our com-

munity a positive and exciting 

place to live.  

health information, as well as 

standards for individuals to under-

stand and control how 

their health information 

is used.  

   The major goal of the 

Privacy Rule is to assure 

that individuals’ health 

information is properly protected 

while allowing the flow of health 

information needed to provide and 

promote high quality health care 

and to protect the public’s health 

and well being. 

   Having shared the technical  

components of “HIPAA”, what is 

most important is that we as staff, 

residents, and family mem-

bers respect the importance 

of  what the Privacy Rule is 

all about, which is protecting 

the health information of each 

of our residents. Although we 

would like to share details regarding the 

clinical status of a resident, unfortu-

nately we are often unable to do so.  

   For more information about the 

Privacy Rule, visit the  U.S. Depart-

ment of Health and Human Ser-

vice’s website at www.hhs.gov.    

Jackie Sarppraicone, BSN

invited to participate 

in the “Treasure 

Hunt.” You will be 

challenged with find-

ing gold nuggets, 

which you can then redeem for 

cash. 

   Children from St. Stephens 

Catholic School will be joining us 

for an  Easter Program on March 

23rd at 10:00 a.m. Our residents 

will be busy coloring and decorat-

ing eggs in preparation for Easter. 

   If you would like to attend the 

Broadway Musical performance 

by the a cappella group, The 

Soaring Sounds of Tampa Bay, 

please sign up by April 11th. Our 

bus will transport us to Temple 

Terrace on April 30th for the 1:00 

p.m. performance. Please contact 

Kandi for more information. 

The quilting group, which meets twice monthly, displays their beautiful work of art.  

Services, “Mary Ann could not be 

a more nurturing and caring per-

son. She is such a great asset to 

The Bridges.” 

   Residents John and Dorothy 

Harper can attest to the excep-

tional service provided by Mary 

Ann. “Mary Ann is always ‘on 

the ball’, and she is there to help 

with a ready hand and a smile on 

her face,” says Dorothy. 

   Mary Ann has been married 

for 24 years. She has three 

daughters and five grandchil-

dren. In her spare time, Mary 

Ann loves to organize and clean, 

as it gives her a great sense of 

accomplishment. Occasionally, 

she heads to the beach for a 

quick get-away. 

   If you plan to join 

your loved one for our 

Easter luncheon, please 

make reservations by 

calling 413.8900 before March 20th.  

   The Bridges now has their very 

own chorus and bell choir! Wellness 

Coordinator, Gary Lenza, is the di-

rector, and he is looking for more 

residents to join in the fun. “I invite 

all residents to give it a try. Singing 

and playing bells are activities that 

reduce stress, encourage peer inter-

action and lifts one’s 

spirits,” commented 

Gary.  

   The only qualifica-

tion necessary is an 

appreciation for music. Residents 

currently singing in the chorus and 

playing bells seem to be energized 

after their practice sessions. They 

also look forward to providing  

entertainment for their fellow resi-

dents in the upcoming “Spring 

Happy Hour” to be held on May 

20th.    

    All interested residents should 

contact Gary or the Front Desk.  

Interested in Music? 

“Bowlarama” 
Fun for Everyone 

   Cheers and hollers can be heard 

when a resident bowls a spare or a 

strike during “Bowlarama.”. Our 102 

year-old resident (pictured) is an out-

standing bowler! This activity takes 

place every Thursday afternoon. 


